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BOOK REVIEWS 

A History of English Law. By W. S. Holdsworth, M.A., Vice- 
president, Fellow and Lecturer of St. John's College, Oxford. 
Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 3 vols. 

Some one has' said that the history of a country is written in 
the deeds of its great men. It might be said with equal truth 
that the history of a country is the history of its great institu- 
tions. In jio sense is this more true than in tracing the growth 
and development of a country's legal system. 

In A History of English Law, Mr. Holdsworth has endeavored 
to contribute to legal literature an exhaustive treatise on the rise 
of judicial procedure in England and to trace its expansion to 
the present day. Confessedly relying upon Pollock and Mait- 
land's History of English Law for the foundation of these 
volumes, but amplifying and enlarging, there yet seems ground 
for the hope of the publishers that the present work will prove 
almost as valuable to the profession as the masterpiece which was 
its inspiration. 

The work is to be complete in four volumes. Of the three that 
are now ready the first volume is devoted to the history of the 
courts and of the jurisdiction exercised by them at different 
periods. The second volume covers Anglo-Saxon antiquities ; the 
third, the Mediaeval common law. It is the purpose of the work to 
give to the student of law an outline of its history. "Neither 
complete understanding, nor accurate statement of existing law 
is possible," says the author, "without some knowledge of the 
basis upon which that law rests." 

The volumes are valuable as an inexhaustible store of legal 
history and lore. The work dates back to Glanvil's treatise on 
the Laws of England, written about 1187, and being the earliest 
text-book on the common law. Thus is the tale of the rise of the 
English legal system brought back to the days before the law 
courts had made much law. The history of the various courts 
which had their rise and fall and played each their part in the 
law's development, has been interestingly narrated. 

The work thus far has met a quick and generous criticism. It 
is, perhaps, but fair to say that it is essentially intended for the 
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profound student, though as a book of reference it should prove 
valuable. In each of the volumes there is an index and table of 
contents which are carefully constructed and offer ready access 
to any topic treated in the book and upon which one might be 
seeking information. 

It is almost unnecessary to say that the author, himself an 
Englishman, has voiced an appreciation of England's legal his- 
tory. In closing Volume 3 which deals broadly with the 
Mediaeval common law, he says : "Though the litigiousness of a 
partially civilized age, the technicality in procedure which is 
necessary to an early stage in the history of law, and the collapse 
of all good government which marked the close of this period 
(the 12th and 13th centuries), often led them to lay down as 
law, rules which assisted to pervert justice, yet the live practical 
atmosphere of the law court in which those rules were evolved 
by the process of keen debate never let them lose sight of the 
human needs which those rules were intended to regulate. Thus, 
amid much ingenuity which was misdirected, there was much 
which was well directed; and for better or worse, some of its 
products still colour our minds and govern our lives in this 
twentieth century." 

And it is with this last thought well in mind that we can see 
the value of the study of early law. 

C. K. W. 

The Fixed Law of Patents. By William Macomber. Little, 
Brown & Co., Boston, Mass. 1909. pp. 1060. 

This is a most excellent work written .for the general practi- 
tioner, as well as the patent lawyer, by an author who has had 
over twenty years' active practice in the patent law, and has by 
this book given the profession the result of his many years' labor. 

The author recognizes the fact that a patent is a monopoly 
created by statute in contravention of the common law, and there- 
fore every decision upon a question of patent law must necessarily 
root back in a statute. Consequently every title and main propo- 
sition is worked out from the statute. 

The title of this book is unique. There are many good 
features embodied in it, the patent law being stated as it 
is and not as the interpretation of some author. Hence the 
term "Fixed Law of Patents," defined by the author, as consti- 



